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mingham 197 per i,ooo births, in Preston 218 per i.ooo births;
in London the highest borough rate wsis Bermondsey, which
was 172 per i,ooo, and the lowest was Marylebone with only
94 per i,ooo. The average infant death-rate for Dab]in for the
past two years was slightly above the average for 76 large
EDglish towns-1 62.5 per I ooobirths. It was higher than Belfast
with 144 per I,oco births, and much higher than Oork with i i6 per
I,ooo births. The average death-rate for Dublin for the same
period was about 24 per i,coo, and about 20 for Belfast and
Cork. This high mortality amongst infants was a question of
extreme importance, both from a public-health point of view
and from the physical deterioration aspect, of the latter
of which they were at present hearing a great deal
-and deservedly so. They must not forget that while
thousands of infants perished annually, there were
thousands of others who barely survived, and these later
on, when they faced the hard struggle for existence,
grew up both mentally and physically weak; institutions and
asylums were being filled, and, indeed, in many cases over-
crowded. Although very much had been done in England
and Scotland, and in, every country in Europe and in the
United States, not as much had been done as might directly
be done in their city to try and remedy this evil of high infant
death-rate. Among the subsequent spfeakers were the Lord
Mayor, Sir W. Smyly, Sir F. Cruise, Sir John Nutting, Mr. W.
Stoker, and Dr. Cox.

&wtIanb.
OPENING OF THU WINTTER SESSION AT ABERDEEN.

THB winter session at the University opened on Monday,
October i6th, both at King's and Marisehal Colleges. There
was no formal opening ceremony, and no introductory
addresses were delivered by any of the professors in the
medical faculty on this occasion.
Professor T. Arthur Thomson, of the Natural History Cbair,

devoted his opening lecture to a consideration of the recent
experiments of Mr. J. Butler Burke, of Cambridge, which
raise the perennial problem of the "Origin of Life." Pro-
fessor Thomson treated the subject in his usual fascinating
and lucid st) le, and while advising caution in the
acceptance of Mr. Barke's results so far pointed out
that even if the wonder of making a little living thing
from what was regarded as non-living were achieved, we
should not understand how it hanpened; we should be,
moreover, "explaining" life; we should still be unable to
interplet the vital phfnompna in terms of mechanism. Not
that there was any stigma in a thing having a mechanical
origin, but we had to avoid giving a false simplicity to
things. Even if living creatures arose now or arose once from
whatwas called "non-living," the digni yandvalueof life would
be unaffected. Moreover, the ultimate realty-the inscratable
power which lay behind the manifestations which formed the
routine of our sense-experience-would be as much as ever
bfyoad science. In concluding, Professor Thomson pointed
out that experimentation and discussion of this apparently
very theoretical subject had led to most valuable practical
results, such as antiseptics and the germ theory of disease.
In the Medical School the classes were all well attended,

though it is as yet impossible to say how the numbers
compare with previous years until the class lists are
completed.

THB CHAIR OF OBSTETRICS IN EDINBURGH.
An adjourned meeting of the curators of the University of

Edinburgh was held on Monday, October i6th, for the pur-
pose of electing a professor to the vacant Chair of Midwifery
and Diseases of Women in succession to Professor A. R
Simpson. All the curators were present, and the Lord Provost
presided. After private deliberation for about three-quarters
of an hour, it was intimated that Sir J. Halliday Croom had
been unanimously elected to the vacant Cnair.
The new Professor took the degree of M B., C.M., in i868;

M.D, in i882; F.R.O.P.E., in i88o; F.R.CS E., in 1873.
When Professor Simpson was appointed to the Chair in 1870,
Halliday Croom became his assistant and University tutor,
and he organizvd and for seven years conducted large tutorial
classes in connexion with the Chair both in midwifery and
gynaecology. When he resigned his University appoint-
ment he began to teach midwifery and gynaecology
in the Extramural School, and continued .to do so
up to last summer. He had large classes. For

twenty years he was a Pbysician to the Royal Maternity
Hospital; for fifteen years he was one of the (iynafcologists
to the Ro3 al Infirmary. He has been Examiner in Midwifery
and GI naecology to theUniversities of Edinburgh,St. Andrews,
and Oxford, as well as to the two Royal Colleges of Edmnburgb.
He has been President of the Edinburgh Obstetrical Societ;,
of the British Gynaecological Society, of the Section of
Obstetrics in the Britisb Medival Astociatin, and of the
Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh. fle has made
many contributions to the literature of his s4ubjct.

EDINBURGH ROYAL INFIRMARY.
At a meeting of the managers on Oetober i6th, Mr., Henry

Wade, F.R.C.S.E., was reappointed Clinical Tutor.for the
ensuing winter and summer sessions to the wards under the
eharge of Mr. Caird. Mr. D. Morley Mathieson, M.A., M.B.;
Ch B., was appointed Clinical Assistant, for six months as
from October ist, to Dr. James.

THE TRALFALGAR CENTENARY.'
NAVAL SURGERY IN NELSON'S TIME*.

THE average naval surgeon at the beginning of the'vineteentk
century was probably not very far above the level of those
described by Smollett, who 'had himself served as surgeonsa
mate oiL a line-of-battle ship about themiddle of the eighteenthl
century. He was, p rhaps, less coarse in his habits, and he
was a good deal better 'educated, but his standing in the
service was not high, and his social status was decidedly low.
How he was regarded by snobs is shown hy the insolent
manner in which a Quarterly reviewer of Barry O'Meara's
Voice of St. Helena speaks of the author's low class in life.
As late as 1831 an order was issued that naval surgeons must
not present themselves at Court levdes; and although the
offensive edict was afterwards withdrawn, the fact that it
should have been issued is a proof of the lowly rank
assigned to medical officers in the Roval Navy only
a few years before the accession of Qaeen Victoria.
It is true that things were still worse in some foreign
navies in which it was part of the duties of the surgeot.
to shave the ship's company. In his Curio8itie8 of Medical
Experience Millingen states that for refusing to act as barbers
to the crew, some English surgeons who had joined the
Swedish navy were summarily dismissed the service. This
was in i8oi. Tonsorial operations appear to have been in-'
eluded among the duties of Portuguese army doctors in bhe
Peninsular war, for Millingen tells us that in i80o one of his
aseistants in the Portuguese service wished to shave him and,
was much hurt at his refusal 'of the offer. IFrom Marryat it
may be gathered that the surgeons held a fairly good position
among their brother officers, but it is clear that such recogni-
tion as they rpe- ived was given not to their rank but to their
personal qua itieL. On the whole the conditions of the service
would appear to have justified Abernethy's emphatic 'declara-
tion to young RI thard Owen, when told by him that he thought
of going to sea, that he might as well go to the devil !

THE PERSONNEL OF THE MEDIcAL SERVICE.
From some interesting notes and extracts from medical

officers' journals, preserved at the Public Record Office, which
were publisbed in the Statiatical Report of tle Health of the
Navy in the Year 1902, by Deputy Inspector General Preston,
it appears that at the beginning of the last century the
medical service of the navy was recruited principally, from,
Wales, Ireland furnishing but a few surgeons' mates. Scottish
names appear in any number only after the reduction of the
navy in 182o There were many foreigners in the serviee;
this, indeed, was the came throughout the navy. It is a shoek
to British prejudice to learn that on the average one-eighth of
the crew of one of Nelson's battleships were foreigners, while
in some ships the proportion was much higher.2
French, Dutch, and Russian surgeons seem to havebeen given

warrants, probably after the ships in which they were servinzg
had been captured-a curious illustration of the maxim that
medicine ham no limitations of nationality. In the "1 Journals"l
there are not a rew examples of'the difficulty which the foreign
surgeons found in expressing themselves in English; some of
the records are written in Latin.

1 Jchu 41asefeold Sa LIfe inANeson's Tf%w. London;,i9q.


